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Last Sundays Game  
Sunday 16th March Home Fixture 

FIRST TEAM PITCH 
Cheshire Cup Match – SEMI-FINAL  

 
 

Northwich U14’s    0   versus  10    Anselmians U14’s 
  

 
Clearly Anselmians were the better team, they had better all round skills and technique. They scored two very well 
worked first half tries. But whatever they tried to do in the second half, they were unable to break down the Northwich 
defence. Maybe the poor first half kicking put unnecessary pressure on the Stags, but the Saints deserved their win, 
and now face Sandbach in the Final (who beat Lymm 15:0). As in a previous newsletter, Damon Hill was quoted: as he 
was once known to have said that “only your wife and dog remembers who has come second”, but in years to come the 
doors opening the memory banks of all those who witnessed this semi-final will remember this three week period with 
utmost pride. After a humiliating thumping and subsequent reputations left wounded from the Battle of the Lymm-
Somme; followed by another defeat from our Shropshire friends; the adoring bank of spectators saw a superb rear 
guard display from Northwich’s finest under 14’s. Hearts were laid on the line, courage in pints inebriated the constant 
onslaught from the Wirral Saints and the club left the Cheshire Cup with feathers proud and heads high, with full 
knowledge that a place in the final was not an unrealistic, Utopian pre-season aspiration. Fear physically manifests itself 
through increased adrenaline affecting the heartbeat and blood circulation around the body; sadness hits with tears; 
pain just hurts; but pride turns your Adam’s Apple into a Pineapple and your heart literally doubles in size …. and all of a 
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sudden, all the effort expended becomes 
worth it again. Boys you did well, and one 
day when those doors re-open, time will 
tell you that in the season of 2007-08 you 
exceeded all expectations and on 
St.Paddy’s-eve your love affair and 
respect for the game just grew that little bit 
stronger. 
 
Clearly, when your army dies for its club 
and country, it proves both difficult and 
perverse to single out any soldier for  
bravery and commitment, but three guys 
did put their heads that little bit further 
over the parapet; and hence although the 
parents abstained from voting the coaches 
awarded three medals: the Order of Merit 
(third place) went to Matt Beesley who has 
transformed his rugby in the past two 
weeks and on the battlefields of Moss 
Farm tackled and tackled with little of the 

fear he has shown in previous games (see above photograph); the Georges Cross goes to Luke Murray who besides 
one kick (left behind a closed memory door) showed strength in attack and brilliance in defence; the Victoria Cross, and 
totally earned went to Sam Clayton who if he continues his speed of growth in rugby will without doubt play rugby at the 
highest level. Sam has put in many great performances, but this one was the greatest of his greats. 

 
The Tango Moment of 
the Day : the coaches 
held back on too many 
substitutions but with 
Joe Halsall re-entering 
the pack after his brief 
encounter in the 
centres, Jordan Byrne 
was given the 
opportunity to enter the 
field at outside centre. 
Almost immediately 
Luke Murray escaped 
the Angels’ clutches 
only to be felled by 
another excellent 
tackle, in a slightly 
exposed situation on 
the pitch. The tackler 
did well to get up and 
text-book style got the 

right side of his prey to retrieve the ball, but from no where and with his tracksuit bottoms still down by his ankles Jordan 
ran twenty metres and cleaned out the hunter with so much commitment. The will to win from his colleagues had 
transcended the touchline to infect all the replacements, and Jordan displayed in that one moment the intensity of the 
whole team volition.  
 
The final word and mention must go to the replacements who did not get a game, but turned up for bag packing the day 
before, and changed ready for action on the day: a big thank you goes to Tom Sheridan, Samir Zaman, Alex Dickenson, 
Michael Chubb and Luke Targett.  
 
For the record, the changing room play-list was: 
 
1. Wonderful World  James Morrison 
2. Losing my Religion  REM 
3. The Saints are Coming  U2 and Green Day 
4. Pump it    Black Eyed Peas 
5. Don’t look back in Anger Oasis 
6. Lose yourself   Eminem 



 

 


