To:  The Head Teacher



Trevor Rawling

Hartford House








49 School Lane








Hartford, Northwich








Cheshire  CW8 1NT

Dear Head Teacher

Northwich & District Primary Schools

Tag Rugby Tournament 2002 

Northwich RUFC is again pleased to be able to invite your school to participate in this year’s primary schools Tag Rugby tournament.  We have staged this popular event for many years now and it has proved to very enjoyable for both teachers and children.  We have decided to move the event to later in the Summer term (when it used to be) as this both avoids SATS and gives more of an end of term highlight.  It also gives more time through the term for your pupils to learn and practise their Rugby skills!

This year’s event will be held on Friday 12th July at the Moss Farm sports facility.  We plan to start with registration at 2.00pm, with matches underway as soon as possible after that.  We anticipate finishing about 5.00pm.

An entrance form and tournament rules are enclosed.  Please return the form at the above address as soon as possible so that we can finalise the entries.  If you have any questions please call me on 01606 871636.  We can also offer help with coaching in school, so if you would like help in this way please indicate it on the form.

I look forward to hearing from you soon and to seeing you on 12th July (if not before).


With best regards


Yours sincerely


Trevor Rawling


Junior Section Chairman


Northwich RUFC

Northwich and District Primary Schools

Tag Rugby Tournament 2002

Tournament Rules

Round One

1. The Tournament will be played in four pools each of four teams (or five pools of five if there are sufficient entries).

2. Each team will play each of the others in its pool on a ‘round robin’ league basis.

3. Two points will be awarded for a win, one for a draw and nil for losing.

4. Final standings in the pool will be based on the number of points gained from all the matches played. In the event of teams being tied then the number of tries scored, and even try difference will be used to settle the order.

Round Two

1. At the end of Round 1 the teams will be sorted into new pools:

- The winners of each of the Round 1 pools will go into Round 2 pool A.

· The teams coming second in Round 1 will go into Round 2 pool B

· Etc., etc.

2. The winners of Round 2 Pool A will be the overall tournament winners.

3. There will be awards for the pool winners in Round 1 and Round 2.

4. All teams will play the same number of matches.

5. No one is ‘knocked out’.

General

1. All matches will be of seven minutes duration with no half-time.

2. Referees decisions are final.

3. A coin will be tossed to decide who starts the match in possession of the ball.

4. Teams are expected to be ready beside their pitch before the previous game ends so that delays are avoided.

5. The games will be played to the standard RFU Tag Rugby Laws.

6. Teachers are responsible for the behaviour and welfare of their pupils.

7. There will be no ‘fair play’ award as we have come to expect fair play and good sportsmanship from our local children!

8. Teams are to be seven a side.

9. The school squad can be up to 10 players – of whom at least 2 should be girls (preferably more).

Northwich and District Primary Schools

Tag Rugby Tournament 2002

Match Rules

1. Scoring is by scoring a try, which is worth one point.

2. A try is scored when the ball has been carried over the opponents’ try line and pressed to the ground – not dropped to the ground.

3. No forward passes are allowed.  A forward pass will be penalised by a free pass to the other side.

4. Players are tackled by the ‘Tag’:

· Only the ball carrier can be tagged.

· Tagging is by removal of one of the two tags attached to the ball carriers waistband,

· The tackler holds the tag up and shouts ‘Tag!’.

· Once tagged the ball carrier must stop still and pass the ball to a team-mate within 3 seconds.

· The tackling side must retreat to at least one metre to the ‘on-side’ of the tackled player giving them room to pass the ball.

· Once the tackled player has passed the ball the tackler must return that player’s tag.

· Until the tag has been properly returned both the tackler and the tackled player may not take part in the game.

· Throwing tags to the floor is a penalty offence.

5. All infringements will result in a free pass to the other side.

-    At a free pass the defending side must retreat to 7 metres back from the         point of free pass.

-    The player making a free pass must pass the ball and not just run with it themselves.

-    The ball must be passed through the air and not just taken from a players hands. 

-    The opposition cannot move forward until the pass has been made.

· If the infringement takes please within 5 metres of the try line then the free pass must be taken 5 metres from the try line.

· If the ball or ball carrier goes out of play over the touch-line (side-line) a free pass is awarded to the opposition from the sideline.

· Players must get themselves back ‘on-side’ (back at least 2 metres from the tackled player) after a tackle.  Failure to do so will result in a free pass to the opposition and the defenders must now get back 7 metres.

· Knock-ons and forward passes will be penalised by a free pass.

6. Referees will apply the advantage law as they feel it appropriate.

7. Tag Rugby is a non-contact game.  Pushing, barging, tripping, pulling and other forms of contact with opposition players are all punished by a free pass.

8. Bad language by players (or other bad behaviour on the pitch) will be punished by a free pass.  Persistent bad conduct could result in sending off for the remainder of the match.

9. Players may be substituted during a match only if a player is injured or is unable to continue.  Substitutions can only be made at a stoppage in play with the referee’s consent.
Northwich and District Primary Schools

Tag Rugby Tournament 2002

Entry Form

School Name: 
……………………………………………….

Address:        
 ……………………………………………….



 
 ……………………………………………….



  
……………………………………………….



 
 ……………………………………………….

Tel Number:

……………………………………………….

Contact Person:
……………………………………………….

We will be taking part in the tournament                       YES / NO*

We would like ‘in-school’ coaching support

YES / NO*

We would like to bring 2 teams if possible

YES / NO*

We have read and agree to the tournament

YES/NO*

and match rules

Signature

……………………………………….

Name


……………………………………….

Date


……………………………………….

Please return this completed form to                  
Trevor Rawling









Hartford House









49 School Lane









Hartford, Northwich









Cheshire CW8 1NT








