
Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News 31st October - 2009

The eagerly awaited season has finally begun and the young blacks have put into 
practice what they have worked so hard at in training over the summer. The new 
players have settled in brilliantly, with two of them at the top of the scorers chart.

Despite the results the squad have shown massive improvements and continue to 
impress the parents and coaches alike with their new found work ethic and their 
insistence to improve week after week.

A new look squad deserves a new unique 
look and that is what we are getting.

A massive thank you to the Clinical Trial 
Company for their provision of the new 
playing shirts which will last way into15 a 
side Rugby.

On behalf of all the Squad, again, 

Thank You.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Stats at  a glance

Teams Played - 4

Home games - 1

Away Games - 3

Points For - 48

Points against - 257

Tries scored - 8

Conversions - 4

Maximum players used - 18

Minimum players used - 13

Different Player of Match award - 6

Miles travelled (distance from club)- 220.5 

Average points per match - 76.25

Average points for, per mile - 4.59 miles

October 2009/10 Season
Teams Played - 4

Home games - 1

Away Games - 3

Points For - 48

Points against - 257

Tries scored - 8

Conversions - 4

Maximum players used - 18

Minimum players used - 13

Different Player of Match award - 6

Miles travelled (distance from club)- 220.5 

Average points per match - 76.25

Average points for, per mile - 4.59 miles



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Match Day Report. -v- Crewe & Nantwich  04.10.2009

Crewe & Nantwich U. 11s - 28- 0 - Northwich U. 11s
A harsh score line for the new look blacks as they matched a very organised and well drilled C & N side blow for blow in a 
very competitive first match at Vagrants Park.
In previous seasons the young blacks would have capitulated against the initial onslaught from the home team, but not this 
year.
The emphasis on technique and not results was evident as the blacks replicated work from the summers training sessions 
trying to move the ball quickly and denying the opposition possession for long periods of the opening half.
Cameron Gooch’s long range penalties to touch gave much needed respite to a defiant defensive line marshalled by team 
captain Mathew Thomas. The inability to maintain pressure from scrums and break downs paid dear as the home team 
were able to claw their way back up the pitch leading to the opening score on 12 minutes which was duly converted.
HT 7-0
The second half followed much as the first with some ferocious tackling from Alex Frith and Daniel Tyrrell on his Rugby 
debut stemmed the flow of attackers as the blacks looked to hit back. 
A sucker punch try in the 5th minute took the wind from the Northwich sails but the youngsters were undeterred and 
continued to plough forward to again be dealt what proved to be the knockout blow four minutes from time. With tired legs 
the final converted try in the last minute conveys a score line that is harsh on the youngsters, in what was a very good 
game of Rugby.

Crewe & Nantwich U. 11s - 68- 0 - Northwich U. 11s
The pre match arrangement was that the second game was to be more “developmental”, nothing “developmental” about the 
score line as a lack of basic tackling saw the blacks “developmental” side blown away. 
Wholesale team changes after the first match saw a whole new forward line up including debutants Bethany Cooper and 
David Richardson at second row accompanied at the unfamiliar position of scrum half by Nathan Flaherty.
The C & N “developmental” squad were able to progress through the defensive ranks as tackles which would normally in 
training be met with a higher level of umph were missed allowing the hosts to run in a hatful of tries to no reply.
On the whole these young players, of which four made their first competitive debuts,  were blown away last season by the 
same side, gave their all and proved themselves a credit to themselves parents and club, a few tweaks here and there and 
watch out the blacks are coming!!

Players of the matches :- Alex Frith & Daniel Tyrrell



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Match Day Interview - 04.10.09 – Bethany Cooper

So Bethany, you played your 1st game today what did you think?

It was pretty fun, not to hard, not as hard as I expected and loved the tackling.

What was the worst thing about today?

Not doing so well in rucks and not scoring tries

What would you have done differently?

Do better in the tackles and get into rucks quicker.

What did you think about the team performance on the whole?

All the team did well and we put into the games what we have done in training, it wasn’t the 
best but we did very well.

What things do we need to improve on for next week?

We need to get into rucks and tackles quicker.

Thank you Bethany.

The under 11s roving reporter tracked down one of our debutants and put them 
on the spot after today's game at Crewe & Nantwich.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 
Match Day Report. -v- Mold. - 11.10.2009

Northwich RUFC U.11s - 5 – 42 - Mold RUFC U.11s
A tough encounter for the young blacks as they entertained “International” opposition at Moss Farm. 
Having done our homework on the opposition it was noted that the team from Mold put 91 points past their previous hosts 
Chester. Now there is apparently an old law in Chester that a Welsh person found within the city walls after dark can be shot 
with a long bow.
The law however has nothing to say about Rugby teams coming from Wales and putting numerous points past teams in and 
around the area of Chester.
The first game started in the usual Sunday morning drizzle but it was the Mold team who struck the first blow on two minutes 
as slack tackling allowed the visitors to score, which was duly converted. 
The blacks rallied and retained possession but were unable to make head way against a very well drilled defensive line that 
turned to a rapier like attack to double the score on 5 minutes.
As last week Northwich failed to capitalise on loose ball and were again punished in the 10th and 14th minutes.
The half time cuddle. . . . I mean huddle, restored the youngsters confidence and they started the second period in a more 
organised fashion, Grant Leah, with Jordan Kennedy drove forward with more aggression, but Mold still exploited gaps in the 
defence to add two more converted scores to their tally. Northwich were not about to roll over,  a tap penalty followed by  a 
“pod” saw Grant and Jordan power towards the line, moving the ball from player to player to reach Northwich’s own Welsh 
destroyer Ieaun Lewis who crashed down for the first try of the season. Alex Browns conversion attempt cannoned back off 
the ridiculously high cross bar, but the teams first points were on the board.

Northwich RUFC U.11s - 0 – 35 - Mold RUFC U.11s
Game 2 saw wholesale changes, Jonny Houghton made his season debut at scrum half, Joe Byrne elected to play at 
fullback, whilst Jack Wade made his full debut at prop.
Game 2 followed pretty much as the first game with the hosts taking the lead after two minutes. Bethany Cooper at lock had 
other ideas as she constantly drove towards the Mold line leaving a trail of bodies in her wake….unfortunately the boys were 
so impressed they forgot to support her as they stood in awe….A fairly even half after a poor start saw the blacks reach the 
interval only seven points down.
Changes again at half time as legs became weary, positions were rotated and players were able to gain experience playing in 
unfamiliar positions. The slick passing and movement of the Mold side coupled with a couple of very forceful runners forged 
themselves further in front to again leave a score line the doesn’t really depict the effort displayed by the young blacks.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Match Day Interview – 11.10.09 

The under 11s reporter tracked down one of our very own Welsh destroyer, Ieuan
Lewis after today's game with Mold and put him on the spot.

What did you think of today's games?

It was good today because we worked as a team and we put in stuff that we have done in training.

What was the worst thing about today?

Losing!

What was the best thing about today?

Scoring the 1st try and getting some tackles in.
What would you have done differently?

Try to make more tackles and stop them from scoring.

What did you think about the team performance on the whole?

I think we played well and played together as a team.

What things do we need to improve on for next week?

We need to improve on getting the ball into space and improve our tackling

Thank you Ieuan.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Match Day Report. -v- Bromsgrove 18.10.2009
Bromsgrove U.11s - 28 – 24 - Northwich U.11s
An early start for the blacks as an “off the list” fixture in deepest Worcestershire beckoned. The opponents, Bromsgrove Rugby 
Football Club, one of the oldest rugby union clubs in the country who formed in September 1872…. which was probably the last 
time the pitch was marked out!

In perfect surroundings and a squad of 13, the youngsters set off at a devastating pace catching their hosts cold as early as the 
second minute as superb work from James Campbell at lock drove forward with pace and aggression feeding Ieuan Lewis who 
completed the move from 30 yards to give the blacks an early advantage. Alex Browns conversion attempt had the distance, it had 
the height, it had a lower cross bar than last week but alas not the direction, 5 – 0 Blacks.

Obviously the shock of driving for 90 minutes then scoring after 90 seconds was too much to bear and whilst everyone celebrated 
and imagined the final outcome, Bromsgrove snuck in, scored and converted, 5 – 7
Due to the distance, holidays, colds and forgetful mums the squad was a little on the scrawny side, no props, so as per continuum, 
uncontested scrums were the order of the day. James Hayes Clarke who is beginning to stake a claim for the 10 shirt restored the
advantage with a fine run touching down in the corner, Alex Browns conversion had the height, it had the accuracy but didn’t have 
the distance. 10 – 7.

If anyone asks the under 11s what they need to tighten up on, they will unanimously reply “tackling”. They will also tell you that 
they only have themselves to blame for the hosts next 2 converted scores. 21 – 10
Cometh the hour cometh the man and cometh he did, in the form of Cameron Gooch finally fulfilling some potential at number 12. 
Great work from all the backs with quick hands and running from deep allowed Cameron to score in the corner. Alex Browns 
conversion had the height, it had the accuracy, IT HAD THE DISTANCE!!! 21 – 17.
The boys from the black stuff (ours) were superb in their handling and attacking play which allowed Daniel Tyrrell to burst through 
the Brummy backline to plonk one down between the sticks. Alex Browns conversion had the height, it had the accuracy, it had the
distance!!! 21 – 24.

Having already mentioned tackling it was inevitable that this would be the undoing of what was a truly fine performance from a 
squad of youngsters who gave everything only to be out done in the closing stages by another converted host score, 28 – 24.
Thanks to Bromsgrove for their hospitality.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Match Day Interview – Alex Frith

What did you think of today's game?

It was quite good, we could have done more in the rucks, but we did do quite well, Alex Brown did well 
with his kicks and the boys who got the tries did well.

What was the worst thing about today?

Losing and getting cuts!

What was the best thing about today?

I enjoyed the tackling and the rucking and we worked well as a team.

What did you think about the team performance on the whole?

The team worked well together and worked hard to score tries

What things do we need to improve on for next week?

We need to get into rucks faster and support the player with the ball.

You have received high points so far this season Alex, what is the secret to your success?

Oh I think it is my running and tackling

Thank you Alex.

The under 11s reporter finally managed to get Alex Frith to be quiet long enough to 
ask him a few questions on the away day at Bromsgrove.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Match Day Report. -v- Lymm 25.10.2009
It was a cool and blustery day that welcomed the Northwich U-11’s to Lymm today, the home of none other than Ian Brown from the 
Stone Roses  and 10,552 others (apparently). The Blacks, fresh from their maverick crusade to the Midlands arrived early at the 
ground nearer to Moss Farm than to Lymm hoping to build on the confidence gained from the rampage to Bromsgrove.
Lymm takes its name from old Celtic meaning “place of running water”, but given the large distance between Clubhouse and pitch, 
the chances of any brown hop based mineral water running here were decidedly remote! So, to the game. With numbers being even 
a battle consisting of four 15 minute quarters was decided upon. Were the Blacks going to play like bears in the home town of Sooty 
creator Matthew Corbett? Only time would tell if the Blacks would magic a result and “Sweep” up!! 
After 3 minutes of play, where the Blacks were under pressure Lymm crashed over from short distance to open the scoring. A 
conversion made it 0-7.The lads were back in the fray straight from kick-off and fought to keep the ball alive and moving forward.  
Such was the desire to keep the ball alive that the ball was thrown loose in a tackle and Lymm were quick to pounce and picked up 
and scampered over for another converted try 0-14.The slow start by the Black Pack was being punished by the green hoops of 
Lymm and they drove over a maul to keep the board metaphorically ticking the wrong way 0-2.
From the ensuing kick off the Blacks failed to counter a 40 yard run 6 inches from the touch line, bodies were flying everywhere
except against the ball carrier .0-28!
The interval couldn’t come quick enough. Stern words exchanged and a couple of changes seemed to do the job at the start of the 
second half and the guys started to play. Daniel Tyrell, in at scrum half for the first time , began linking well with James H-C at fly half 
who was having a good day and made continuous penetrating runs. Rucks were driven hard and mauls were fought over. All this 
extra effort paid off and Grant Leah drove over with Lymm players hanging off him to open the Blacks account hurrah!! The wind was 
strong and Alex B’s kick was forced wide. Inspired and awake at last, the Blacks soon repeated the first try. Cameron Gooch made 
really good yards and a superbly timed lay off put Grant in for his second try. Alex B adjusted his sights and the Black Rebels moved 
to 12-35.Unfortunately, the closing stages of the game saw Lymm go over to make the final score 42-12 to Lymm.
GAME TWO (or the one that got away)
The start of the second encounter saw the young Blacks play with an intensity and drive that , had they started the day in such 
fashion , the first game score line would have been far, far closer, probably closer than the clubhouse !
Superb forward play from the entire front five put Lymm under pressure and from a driving maul , Daniel broke with ball in hand and 
struck the first blow for the blacks. Alex B converted to make it 7-0 blacks.
It was proving to be a bruising encounter with players from both sides clutching new bruises and sore lymms (couldn’t resist!)
Lymm started to exert pressure of their own and early in the second half they drove over and converted to level the score.
As the game rumbled on , knocks and bangs continued but the team continued to strive for the winner. Tackles flew in from both 
sides and the game ebbed and flowed. Eventually though, with just 4 minutes remaining Lymm crossed the line and converted to 
make it 14-7 to lymm. With little time to reply the Blacks gave it their all but time was against them and the game ended.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

Lymm Match Day Interview – Cameron Gooch

What did you think of today's game?

We could have done better at tackling. Our handling and quick passing was good. We 
seem to have been intimidated by the other team and weren't up to the challenge at 
first.

What improvements as a team have do you think you have made?

Working together, scrums are a lot better and so is the handling.

What things do we need to improve on for next week?

Tackling because these guys today went right down the wing with no-one tackling. 
We need to be better at running with and onto the ball.

How are you finding life at Inside Centre?

Erm – giggle- OK, its good I get the ball a lot so I can run with the ball and try and pass 
to other people.

Just how good is this team and how far can you go?

We have definitely improved from last season and I think we will keep getting better – “
“One day it will be a black day for you because the blacks are coming!!”

Thank you Cameron.

In the absence of anyone else, it’s the turn of the laudable son and Inside Centre 
Cameron Gooch.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – SPONSORSHIP NEWS

The squad are always looking for potential sponsors no matter how 
large or small the contribution, we have already been fortunate 
enough to update and improve the training equipment and match kit 
thanks to this seasons new sponsors, 

GR8 Associates Ltd

Johnson Aldridge Ltd

North West Tools Ltd.

“Give us ya Money……”



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News - Info for travelling opposition

Welcome to Northwich Rugby Club, we hope you enjoy our 
hospitality and facilities. You will find the Under11s pitch behind the 
swimming pool which is to the right as you enter the complex.

We are able to offer changing facilities as well as the after match 
hospitality in the club house. We do though have a few rules to 
abide by:-

No dogs allowed at the Moss Farm complex,

• Please park considerately,

• Don’t be a touchline terrorist, support good play and encourage     
technique and ability . . . . not results!

• Enjoy your visit and join us for a pint afterwards.



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – Fixtures

01-Nov-09 Congleton H

4 Wednesday Training
8 Win/ton Pk A

11 Wednesday Training
15 Widnes A
18 Wednesday Training
22 Wirral A

25 Wednesday Training
29 Sandbach H

02-Dec-09 Wednesday Training
6 Wilmslow A
9 Wednesday Training
13 Nant Conwy / AoM H Triangle Match

20 Team Building TBC TBC

27 Christmas
03-Jan-10 Sunday Training

10 Knutsford A
13 Wednesday Training
17 Oswestry A

20 Wednesday Training
24 Marple H

Wednesday Training
Anselmians H

Wednesday Training
Helsby H

SundayTraining
Wednesday Training

Nant Conwy A

Wednesday Training
C&N H

Wednesday Training

CALDY H

Sunday Training
Congleton A

Sunday Training
Sunday Training

Wednesday Training
Wilmslow H

Wednesday Training
CHESHIRE CUP @ Winington Park A Tournament

Hoylake 7s A 7's Tournament



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News - Training Attendance
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1 Cameron Gooch 24 45% P A A P A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
2 Jordan Kennedy 23 43% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
3 Nathan Flaherty 22 42% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
4 James Campbell 20 38% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
5 Mathew Thomas 20 38% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
6 Jamie Pritchard 19 36% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
7 Biily Cole 18 34% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
8 Grant Leah 18 34% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
9 Alex Brown 18 34% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

10 Bethany Cooper 17 32% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
11 Alex Frith 16 30% A A A A A A A P A A A A A A A A
12 Ieuan Lewis 16 30% A A A A A A A P A A A A A A A A
13 Tom Bray 14 26% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
14 Daniel Tyrrell 14 26% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
15 James Hayes Clarke 14 26% A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
16 Jack Wade 12 23% A A A A A A A A A A A A
17 Jonathon Houghton 10 19% A A A A A P A A A A
18 David Richardson 8 15% A A A A A A A A
19 Ali Behnejad 7 13% A A A A A A A
20 Joseph Byrne 7 13% A A A A A A A
21
22
23

11 8 9 10 8 12 10 14 9 11 9 6 10 10 15 13 18 16 14 17 17 16 15 15 13 11 0 0 0 0 0 0Total Attendance for each Session

2009

November DecOctoberSeptemberAug

2009

June July
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E-News - Match day
`
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Joseph Byrne Ieuan Lewis T Bethany 
Cooper
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Billy Cole James H 
Clarke T

Alex Brown 2 x 
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Gooch T

Daniel Tyrrell 
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Alex Frith Joe Byrne

Nathan 
Flaherty

Ali Behnejad

L 56 19 Grant Leah 
2 x T

Mathew 
Thomas

Jordan 
Kennedy

James 
Campbell

Bethany 
Cooper

Daniel Tyrell T James 
Hayes 
Clarke

Alex Brown 2 x 
C

Cameron 
Gooch

Ieuan Lewis Alex Frith Nathan 
Flaherty
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s
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s
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s
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s
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s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

4-Oct

Crewe & 
Nantwich Game 1

1-Nov

11-Oct

MOLD  Game 1

25-Oct

Lymm

Bromsgrove

MOLD  Game 2

Opponents (Home in
 BLACK CAPITALS,

 Away in Red Lower)

Statistics 2009-10 SEASON
Northwich Rugby Club - Under 11's

8-Nov

Winnington Park

Replacement
s

4-Oct

Crewe & 
Nantwich Game 2

Replacement
s

Congleton

15-Nov

Widnes

22-Nov

Wirral

29-Nov

SANDBACH

13-Dec

ASHTON ON 
MERSEY

6-Dec

Wilmslow

13-Dec

NANT CONWY

2 3 4 5 9 10 11 12 13 141
Score

15
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E-News – Player Rater
Player of the Year
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1 Alex Brown 17% 4 2 3 3 2 10
2 Alex Frith 21% 5 4 4 3 2 3 16
3 Ali Behnejad 13% 3 2 3 2 7
4 Bethany Cooper 17% 4 2 4 3 2 11
5 Biily Cole 13% 3 2 3 3 8
6 Cameron Gooch 21% 5 2 3 3 3 3 14
7 Daniel Tyrrell 17% 4 4 3 4 4 15
8 David Richardson 13% 3 2 2 3 7
9 Grant Leah 17% 4 3 3 3 4 13

10 Ieuan Lewis 21% 5 3 2 4 3 3 15
11 Jack Wade 8% 2 2 3 5
12 James Campbell 21% 5 3 3 4 3 3 16
13 James Hayes Clarke 21% 5 2 2 3 4 3 14
14 Jamie Pritchard 8% 2 2 2 4
15 Jonathon Houghton 4% 1 2 2
16 Jordan Kennedy 17% 4 3 2 3 3 11
17 Joseph Byrne 13% 3 3 2 3 8
18 Mathew Thomas 21% 5 3 2 3 3 3 14
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so far

James Campbell

Alex Frith
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E-News – Scorers Chart
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1 Alex Brown 4 4 8
2 Alex Frith 5 5
3 Ali Behnejad 0
4 Bethany Cooper 0
5 Biily Cole 0
6 Cameron Gooch 5 5
7 Daniel Tyrrell 5 5 17 27
8 David Richardson 0
9 Grant Leah 10 10 20

10 Ieuan Lewis 5 5 10 20
11 Jack Wade 0
12 James Campbell 0
13 James Hayes Clarke 5 5 10
14 Jamie Pritchard 0
15 Jonathon Houghton 0
16 Jordan Kennedy 0
17 Joseph Byrne 0
18 Mathew Thomas 0
19 Nathan Flaherty 0
20 Tom Bray 0
21 0
22 0
23 0
24 0
25 0
26 0
27 0
28 0

0 5 24 19 47 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 95
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Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – Next Match Away -v- Winnington Park

The Northwich Derby next week, be there or be square, 10.30am



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – A.O.B

School fetes, holiday courses, items for sale, something to say, or a blockbusting idea, send it and have it put on here.

We all know it’s a long way off . . we have had one suggestion . .but if anyone
has any other ideas for a Christmas do, followed by a curry for the parents 
please step forward!

Match day journalist STILL Wanted:- If anyone has a flair for writing match reports, or we have 
any siblings on a journalism course please contact one of the coaches. You would be able to use 
journalistic license to, write reports, conduct interviews with players, coaches, parents etc for 
inclusion in the local newspaper, team newsletter plus club and RFU websites.

The junior section are still seeking a fixtures secretary to liaise with opposition 
teams and arrange fixtures for next season, any interested parties should contact 
Junior Chairman Bob Phillips  - bphillips@northwichrufc.co.uk

The new playing tops have been ordered and will be with us shortly


