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What  a way 
to round off 
the season!

Two finals in a fortnight as the 
mighty 11’s show their Class!!
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The Invasion of Wales
There have been many invasions of Wales over the centuries. In1277 a massive English army together with heavily armed 
cavalry pushed along the north Wales coast. Centuries before this the Romans had the odd spat with the Welsh aswell.
Seven hundred years later, another military campaign crossed the border in to the land of the Leek. It was lead by Grazzius
Gingerus in his Volvo chariot flanked by convertible cars, which carried destructive, unruly and wanton savages that were ready 
to reap havoc on the district of Shotton. 

They would plunder burger stalls, ravage ice cream vans, get drunk on fizzy pop and steal the Welsh silver from under the 
noses of the native Celts.
The English invaders dressed in their resplendent yellow and black military regalia first fought the southern Celts from Ystrad
Rhondda. It was to be a battle of underhand military tactics from the Welsh defenders as they kicked and punched their way to 
a victory that was marred by the unsporting behaviour of both their infantry and generals. 

It was the fearless Caseyius Thompsonus who drove deep into enemy territory to smash a scoring blow to reduce arrears, 
Grantus Leahus, the 10th generation Roman Commander, also driving a score through the heart of Welsh Neanderthals.
The Welsh, unable to defend their territory on their own, had enlisted the help of the oirish, hoards of blue clad Lisburnians had 
travelled the Irish Sea to help defend against the English. The previous battle of pitch 2 had woken the slumbering Saxons but 
as war raged the superior numbers of the Lisburnians told and the Yellows had to retreat to refuel, and treat blistered feet.
After consecutive battles the Welsh and oirish let their guard down leaving their seaside forces from Rhyl exposed to the 
marauding English threat. 

Wave after wave of yellow flooded the battle field, ex patriot Ieaun Lewis hurting his former country men where it hurt along with 
Danius Tyrrellius and Commander Leahus as they put the seasiders to the sword.
The English generals regrouped their weary hoards to face a familiar foe, Mold – The two foes had met previously this year with 
the Welshman sneaking underneath the watch of the Chester bowmen to plunder 60 points from the English army.
In the face of superior numbers again, fatigue told, Largius Davius urged his weary troops forward, but the waves of fresh 
Moldies were too much. 
A reasonably successful first day of the campaign saw the invaders retreat to high ground and base camp for much needed R & 
R and abseiling practice. 
The roasting of pig’s fingers and sliced potatoes provided hearty sustenance after a long day’s battle. 
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The twighlight hours were spent practicing guerrilla warfare in the dense woodland that surrounded the campsite. 
As darkness continued to fall the camp faded into silence, only to be broken by the repeated sound of thunder from Largius
Davius’s tent.

Morning broke and the weary travellers returned to jungle warfare practice, ahead of strapping on their armour and returning to 
the battle ground that was pitch 2. 
Again the Lisburnians B stood in the way of victory and their shadows loomed large across the field in the early afternoon sun. 
The yellow gladiators were no match for the goliaths from across the water and surrendered victory.
More oirish troops lined up against the tourists in the next skirmish, they sang their anthem and created a huge cauldron of 
noise to help raise their own spirits. Maximus Leahus was in full invade and conquer mode as he thrice smashed through 
defensive lines. 

A quadruple strike was finished by Alexium Frithium. It was a tale of two countries fighting with a different set of rules, as the 
second half of the battle swung back towards the Castle Bar’ians but the yellows stood firm to record another victory.
It was now win or bust as the battle weary, sun scorched troops returned to face an enemy they had met previously the day 
before. The light weight Ystrad Neanderthals were lighter and faster in the increasing heat and struck two early blows to the 
heart of the English. The blows were fatal and with no more fit replacements the battle was lost, the invasion was over, they 
had won the battles but not the war.    
The team played 7 matches in sweltering heat against some very good but undisciplined teams. With only 11 fit players to 
chose from it was going to be the survival of the fittest. Unfortunately without the depth of other squads the schedule was to 
heavy going.

The squad finished 5th out of 7 which is its highest place in a tournament, losing semi finalists and scoring 10 trys along the 
way.
The squad worked tirelessly over the two days and were on the wrong end of some unsporting Rugby and refereeing but stuck 
to it, well done, a credit to the club, parents and coaches.

High praise from all at the Tournament for the Northwich contingent, the Under 8s and 9s both won their bowl competitions and 
Northwich was the only club to have female player’s coaches and referees. 
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So the annual pilgrimage the Cheshire Cup was once again here, would there be any difference this year to the annual 
slaughter?

The group stages looked to be going to form, two mistakes against Lymm were duly punished for a 2-0 defeat. Next up 
Ellesmere Port, who proved too clever in their running to forge a 3-0 half time lead. Better from the Stags in period 2 saw them 
claw a score back through Grant Leah. With only 6 minutes each way it was too little too late as Port bundled over to wrap 
things up at the death.

Macclesfield 2s were the final group opponents but again mistakes and slow support play allowed the Macc Lads to take the 
points 3 – 1, Grant Leah again with the consolation.
So true to form the youngsters finished bottom of the group and into a quarter final against Helsby in the Bowl competition. 
Quite what the players had for lunch no-one knows, although there is no truth that our sponsors, The Clinical Trial Company 
were seen handing out large blue smarties at the interval.

Like a team possessed the young Stags tore into Helsby, but could not cross the line, the whole of period one was total 
encampment in the opponents 22 as they smashed at the door. With the clock running down and no-one knowing how a draw 
would be settled, there was only one player that was going to settle this. With his twentieth and probably most important try 
ever, Grant Leah smashed over to send the travelling Northwich Barmy Army into a frenzy of delirium.
The clock slowed and the final moments dragged but at the whistle it was relief all round.

Semi finalists the week before in Wales the youngsters were on familiar ground but sailing unchartered territory in the Cheshire
tournament as for the first time they progressed to the second knockout phase. It wasn’t the first time this season that 
Northwich had met their opponents Wirral. The sides had met with the Blacks on the wrong end of a thumping earlier in the 
season.
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Northwich again set about their opponents and again all of the 1st period was spent in opposition territory. It was all about the 
1st try and it was Dan Tyrrell who took advantage of a tap and go penalty while no-one was looking to put the blacks in front.

There was no let up in the ferocity of tackling as Wirral struggled to get out of their own half and pressure told as James 
Campbell ploughed through to settle the tie. 
Dave was on the pitch, they think its all over, IT IS NOW!!! Under 11s through to their first cup final, the opponents Bowdon.
Whilst some of the ‘bigger’ teams were packing up their troubles in their kit bags and heading home, the Blacks prepared to 
stay around.

The early exchanges were all Bowdon as they strove to break the Northwich back line, not this time, nor the next as they were 
met with a wall of black. Bowdon dominated the 1st period but could make no head way. HT all to play for!
Second half started as the tournament began, two missed tackles allowed the flying Bowdon winger drop down in the corner.

Heads dropped momentarily but the Stags fought hard for territory and frustrated Bowdon at every turn until the final seconds 
as they again crossed the line for a flattering score line against a battle weary but proud Northwich side.
A huge stride taken by this squad this year if they can keep up the commitment and desire….who knows?!

What we do know is next season Northwich under 12s are coming to a try line near you!!
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The final day of the season arrived as the shortened sevens squad turned up at a very lush Hoylake playing surface, it was 
definitely the best playing surface we had seen all season, could the team match it?

First up against Ramsey from the Isle of Man the yellows stormed into an advantage and everything looked rosy after Ieaun
Lewis and Daniel Tyrrell had crossed the line. Ramsey had other ideas and stormed back clinching a 2 trys, one at the death 
to secure a draw. 2-2

Next up, Sefton B, The stags had had their 15 minute warm up and tore Sefton apart with fine running from all the players, 
Grant Leah completed a hatrick of hatrick s for the season and as the big fella hit the 23 for the season Bethany Cooper and 
Billy Cole went over to record their firsts of the season, final score 5-1
The squad had certainly warmed up and next up Waterloo B were to feel the wrath, Dan Tyrrell with two more, Beth Cooper 
again, Alex Frith got in on the act and Cameron Gooch realised that if he moves his legs quickly he can cover more ground 
than anyone, chipping in with two as the Yellows destroyed their opponents with direct running and quick hands.

So with Caldy not sending their ‘Z’ squad we were awarded the points and waited with bated breath for the result of the 
Waterloo - v – Ramsey game, with the latter the only team that could catch us. Catch us they did and after finishing level on 
18 points out of 20 it went to try’s scored, Ramsey 14, Northwich 13. Very harsh as we had the best defensive record of only 
conceding 3 to their 5, had it have been a football tournament we would have gone through on score difference.

So again we ended up the bridesmaid and not the bride and qualified for the plate final against Sefton A. Following a lengthy 
delay where much sugar and other unhelpful additives were consumed the squad had lost momentum of the group games 
and were beaten by themselves in a very flat first half that was not helped by a very lenient referee who allowed many high 
tackles to go unpunished. Much better in the second period but the damage was done and it was too far to come back. Dan 
Tyrrell grabbing the only consolation for the sugar crashed side.

So another presentation ceremony, no medals – but a very shiny plate to display at Moss Farm, 2 finals in 2 weekends was 
above expectation but thoroughly deserved.

Roll on September.
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When the final whistle blew at Hoylake and we were runners up at the sevens tournament, a huge feeling of disappointment came 
over me and I was at a loss as to understand why.
Was it losing the game? Surely not, we have been beaten plenty enough to be used to that!
So what was it? 

As the final whistle blew at our last game of the Cheshire cup last year, without us troubling the scorer I felt nowhere near as fed up. 
Its been a real rollercoaster this season, and things have changed immensely, to the point where the Team is barely recognisable to 
the one which started the season so badly at Crewe and Nantwich.
The personnel has not changed immensely, there are still the same faces, the same characters and personalities are still there (and 
all the tests of patience that go with them!!)
The challenge was to try to get these characters and personalities to become one character and one personality.The character and 
personality of the Northwich under 11’s.

As defeat followed defeat through the season, the positivity in the players shone like a beacon and living every moment with them 
during the game as I do, I can only marvel at their enthusiasm .Things were changing though, the trip to Bromsgrove gave us a lift, 
nicking a win at Congleton was great, but our old friend defeat was never too far away. All the time though we kept working and trying 
to find the best pegs to fit the best holes.

The arrival of new players has been pivotal this year, and the development of Beth, Daniel, Jack, David and Grant has been truly
tremendous, and their efforts on the pitch are true testament to the support of their parents. The kids ought to pay them every time 
they score, because without the support they take for granted, they wouldn’t be even present to put the ball down. So there kids!!
The progress of the team started to show, and as they gelled off the pitch so they gelled on it. Players of longer standing have
continually improved through the season and this again shows.
The day spent mountain boarding was a massive contribution to this.
Performances on the pitch started improving, we gave Winnington a real scare, which was great and then went to Widnes and got 
trounced .Not so good. 
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The age old “lets be nice, give them a head start and try and catch up” tactic had to be changed. Ian and I always talk things 
over between fixtures and this remains key to what we try to do. We decided to enlist the help of Chris Jones and once the ice 
age finally thawed and we could get outside without fear of frostbite, a concerted program based on the contact elements of 
the game ensued and we began to improve. Caldy and Crewe & Nantwich knew they had been in a game but Helsby didn’t. 
GRRRR. 

The end of the season was approaching as we entered tournament time. Shotton proved to be massive in many ways, we had 
a depleted squad due to injuries and I think synchronised trampolining may not be the future for the squad. What do you say 
Jord!!

We engaged in fierce battles on the pitch, and I battled with aluminium tubes after!! We went into the final day bruised and 
battered (and in some cases slightly hung over) and were robbed by foul play and bad refereeing in the semi final. The spirit in
the team moved on massively and no one was given an easy ride. Grants first tackle in the first match left us all silenced (apart 
from the victims sobbing!!) Nice tackle chap! The game against Castlebar when we won 4-2 whilst the other team’s followers 
sang the Irish national anthem was truly fantastic. We came away with empty hands and cool boxes but we had gained 
teamwork from it.

The Cheshire Cup, our landmark tournament and measure of progress. Lymm, Macc 2 and Ellesmere Port all beat us but we 
had crossed the line, were it not for odd mistakes which were heavily punished, we could have got results. We went into the 
Shield competition knock out, first up Helsby, we owed them and gave it to them!! They hardly had the ball and our ferocity 
proved too much.
The semi against Wirral, they, like Helsby had beaten us and probably thought they could do it again, not so, not today. We 
were probably more focused than the Helsby game and refused to let them play, probably my favourite game of the season. 
The final brought us Bowden and although we were tremendous in defence, pressure and injuries told and the game was 
theirs. We happily accepted our medals and cheered being one of the last teams there as some teams who expected more 
went home empty handed!!
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The Hoylake sevens started well and we enjoyed good results at group stage. The draw in the first game came back to bite us 
as we played the plate final. More silverware, more sunburn, another sore throat.!!

So why the disappointment? It took me a week to work it out, but it wasn’t the game or missing out in a final.
What the whistle meant was that it was over. Not just the tournament but the season’s games. The disappointment was from it 
being over for another year just when it felt like we were flying! I didn’t want it to stop!
I cannot begin to say how proud I am of all the players and how they have applied themselves. Grant’s 100+ points in his first 
season is a truly remarkable achievement, from one of the most modest players on the team - Fantastic.

On a final point for this season, the effort of a certain Mr Ian Grassby cannot go unmentioned. He singlehandedly organised the 
Shotton tour including the accommodation, he pesters Chris Jones to help us, he forces the club to show us the support we 
deserve, he has helped us train when ice and snow kept our rivals at home and has been ever present at training. His Try 
Rugby days are growing in popularity and bring vital new blood into the teams at all age groups. There are more things he has 
done that I cannot remember but I take my hat off to you and hope everyone realises the commitment and enthusiasm he puts 
in. Nice one Grazzers!

A very special thanks to our sponsor, Mr Ewan Campbell, looking the part is the first step in becoming the part and we must be 
the smartest team in the junior section thanks to Ewan’s help.
So to next year…..I don’t know about anyone else but I can’t wait! As coaching goes I will continually try to improve to keep up 
with the guys on the pitch. The thought of going from a thumping two years ago to a near loss this year to a victory next season
is an exciting prospect, almost as exciting as putting Ieuan in at number 8 and giving him free reign to cause as much chaos 
and disruption as he wants. Lord help them for they know not what they face!
Don’t know about everyone else but I can’t wait!

COME ON YOU MAVERICK STAGS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Summer Dates for your Diaries

Wednesday 5th May - Training - 6.30 -7.45 on 1st team pitch 

Sunday 9th May Training 10.30 - 12 on 1st team pitch, parents bring kit!

Wednesday 12th May - No training Wednesday 12th May due to it being SATs week 

Sunday 16th May - Training

Wednesday 19th May - Training 

Sunday 23rd May - Training

Wednesday 26th May - Training - current register ends

Sunday 30th May - Presentation day - With special guest

Friday 4th June - TRY RUGBY DAY – contact Ian for details

Wednesday June 16th - Return to training as UNDER 12s!

After that its as we were, Wednesday, Sunday fun stuff with a couple of Summer breaks thrown in.

Sunday August 15th - Pre Season Training - New register starts along with the tough stuff.

Friday 27th August - Festival weekend - We are in the process of trying to get RFU permission to hold a mini tournament and 
camp over for this weekend - more to follow

Sunday 5th September - Registration day – bring cheque book!

Sunday October 3rd - 1st fixture v Crewe & Nantwich away
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Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

MARPLE

24-Jan

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

Replacement
s

ASHTON ON 
MERSEY13-Dec

2 3 4 5 9 10 11 12 13 141
Score

15



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – Player Rater
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 C
up

18 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
1 Alex Brown 89% 16 2 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 4 4 3 3 3 3 4 4 49 3.06
2 Alex Frith 100% 18 4 4 3 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 4 4 54 3.00
3 Ali Behnejad 17% 3 2 3 2 7 2.33
4 Bethany Cooper 94% 17 2 4 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 4 3 3 3 4 4 50 2.94
5 Biily Cole 83% 15 2 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 4 3 4 4 46 3.07
6 Cameron Gooch 100% 18 2 3 3 3 3 4 2 3 2 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 56 3.11
7 Daniel Tyrrell 94% 17 4 3 4 4 3 2 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 57 3.35
8 David Richardson 78% 14 2 2 3 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 4 4 39 2.79
9 Grant Leah 89% 16 3 3 3 4 3 2 3 4 2 4 4 4 3 4 4 4 54 3.38

10 Ieuan Lewis 89% 16 3 2 4 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 4 3 3 4 4 4 54 3.38
11 Jack Wade 67% 12 2 3 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 4 4 4 35 2.92
12 James Campbell 100% 18 3 3 4 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 54 3.00
13 James Hayes Clarke 94% 17 2 2 3 4 3 4 4 3 2 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 4 54 3.18
14 Jamie Pritchard 72% 13 2 2 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 35 2.69
15 Jonathon Houghton 6% 1 2 2 2.00
16 Jordan Kennedy 72% 13 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 4 3 2 3 4 3 38 2.92
17 Joseph Byrne 22% 4 3 2 3 3 11 2.75
18 Mathew Thomas 83% 15 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 44 2.93
19 Nathan Flaherty 67% 12 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 31 2.58
20 Tom Bray 72% 13 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 4 4 37 2.85
21 Sam Hatcher 6% 1 4 4 4.00
22 Nathan Hawley 6% 1 4 4 4.00
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4pts - Ranked 1st

3pts - Ranked 2nd

2pts - Ranked 3rd

1pt   - Played

All rankings made by 
coaches after each game
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Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – Scorers Chart
Leading points 
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1 Alex Brown 4 4 4 12
2 Alex Frith 5 5 5 15
3 Ali Behnejad 0
4 Bethany Cooper 2 10 12
5 Biily Cole 5 5
6 Cameron Gooch 5 5 10 20
7 Daniel Tyrrell 5 5 17 2 5 2 2 5 8 2 14 5 5 20 97
8 David Richardson 0
9 Grant Leah 10 10 5 10 10 15 25 15 15 115

10 Ieuan Lewis 5 5 10 5 5 5 35
11 Jack Wade 0
12 James Campbell 7 2 5 14
13 James Hayes Clarke 5 5 5 5 7 5 32
14 Jamie Pritchard 2 2
15 Jonathon Houghton 0
16 Jordan Kennedy 5 5 5 5 20
17 Joseph Byrne 0
18 Mathew Thomas 7 7
19 Nathan Flaherty 0
20 Tom Bray 5 5
21 Sam Hatcher 0
22 Nathan Hawley 0
23 0
24 0
25 0
26 0
27 0
28 0

0 5 24 19 47 7 5 7 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 5 0 54 26 45 45 25 70 391

Personal Score 
Accumulator

Top Points Scorer of the Year

Score on the Day
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Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – SPONSORSHIP NEWS

The squad are always looking for potential sponsors no matter how 
large or small the contribution, we have already been fortunate 
enough to update and improve the training equipment and match kit 
thanks to this seasons new sponsors, 

GR8 Associates Ltd

Johnson Aldridge Ltd

North West Tools Ltd.

“Give us ya Money……”



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News – A.O.B

School fetes, holiday courses, items for sale, something to say, or a blockbusting idea, send it and have it put on here.

Match day journalist :- If anyone has a flair for writing match reports, or we have any
siblings on a journalism course please contact one of the coaches. You would be able 
to use journalistic license to, write reports, conduct interviews with players, coaches, 
parents etc for inclusion in the local newspaper, team newsletter plus club and RFU 
websites.

Team Photos are available on disc, please let one of the coaches know if 
you want one



Northwich RUFC Under 11’s 

E-News - Info for travelling opposition

Welcome to Northwich Rugby Club, we hope you enjoy our 
hospitality and facilities. You will find the Under11s pitch behind the 
swimming pool which is to the right as you enter the complex.

We are able to offer changing facilities as well as the after match 
hospitality in the club house. We do though have a few rules to 
abide by:-

No dogs allowed at the Moss Farm complex,

• Please park considerately,

• Don’t be a touchline terrorist, support good play and encourage     
technique and ability . . . . not results!

• Enjoy your visit and join us for a pint afterwards.


